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Welcome to
Center for Spiritual Living, Reno’s
Year in Review 2017 – Our Annual Report
Our theme for 2017 was “Values Based Spiritual Living,” working in conjunction with Centers for
Spiritual Living around the globe, but personalizing it for our Community. The monthly themes
were:
Spiritual Living through…
January:
February:
March:
April:
May:
June:
July:
August:
September:
October:
November:
December:

Creating a Values-Based Life
Compassion and Caring
Continuous Learning
Transformation
Creativity
Integrity and Accountability
Freedom
Balance and Well-Being
Selfless Service
Trust
Financial Health and Prosperity
Faith, Hope & Love
By the end of the year, members of CSL
Reno had an opportunity to weigh-in on
what they felt were the closely held values
of our Spiritual Community are. Rising high
on the list were Love, Acceptance,
Kindness and Joy.

I am so deeply grateful for all who have
contributed in any and every way this past
year. I’m grateful to everyone who
contributed with their “time, talent and
treasure” and those who contributed just by showing up. That’s why we’re here!
Our intention in this Annual Report is to do our best to capture the essence of this amazing year
so that a sense of the good that was accomplished may be felt.
Rev. Dr. Liesa Leggett Garcia
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Board of Trustees
The 2017 Board of Trustees has consisted of: Rodney Sumpter, President; Jim Ramage, VicePresident; Erik Gals, Treasurer; Alexandra Musser, Seretary; JoAnn Blake; Cindy Carano; Karen
Walker; Irma Gamboa Jacinto; and Rev. Dr. Liesa Garcia, Senior Minister. Revs. Karen Neuweiler
and Steve Yarborough are also on the Board as non-voting members. JoAnn Blake and Alexandra
Musser will be “termed out” as of January 2018 and two new Trustees will be elected at the
Annual Meeting.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees I am pleased to provide a summary of our official activities
during 2017. I am pleased to express that our Center is financially sound which allows us to
concentrate on all aspects of the mission of Center for Spiritual Living, Reno.
Fiscal Decisions. Each year the Board of Trustees adopts a proposed budget for the ensuing year.
Our budget is based upon projections for revenues and expenses. Based upon this budget, the
Board of Trustees manages the business of the Center, our Center’s giving, and community
outreach. In 2017 the following are highlights of the Board's decisions:
Our Tithe to CSL Headquarters. As an affiliate of Centers for Spiritual Living International
your Center tithes the sum of $3,000 each month to Headquarters. Headquarters supports our
Center in so many ways, including leadership directions, education, historical archives and the
presence of Centers for Spiritual Living around the world.
The Kindness Project. The Board traditionally provided money to the community to
charitable organizations that provide direct aid or assistance. This year the Board rebranded this
to "The Kindness Project" which "rewards" organizations or individuals who qualify after
nomination with a small cash gift to assist them in their project or organization which provides
exceptional services to the betterment of charitable works as a whole, recipients include those
involved in disaster relief and humanitarian aid across the board to providers of medical
assistance equipment at no charge.
Retirement of our mortgage. Earlier in 2017 the Board of Trustees determined that the
payoff of the existing mortgage on the Center would result in a savings of nearly $1,800 each
month in interest. The funds used to do this did not require use of funds designated for the Grow
with God special funds program! In addition to retiring the entire mortgage on the Center, we
now place the entire prior mortgage payment into our growth fund each month.
Maintenance of the Center. The Board continues to make decisions that affect the
continued upkeep of the Center. This year we have had our geothermal well pumps assessed,
the heating and cooling systems maintained, grounds improvement and care, updating the
audible alarm systems, repair and replacement of technology equipment to improve services and
special events, replacement of outdated office equipment and proposals to have a new sign for
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the Center designed and eventually placed for bid to dress up the front of the Center, and the
installation of bike racks outside the entrance to the Holmes Center.
Donations Count! CSLR has been blessed with the donation of items that we have been able to
sell that have greatly benefited the financial soundness of the Center. The Board reminds
members that if you are in need of charitable giving of this kind that we are open to discussing
these types of gifts.
Board Member Outreach. The Board of Trustees has made a concerted effort to be a presence,
not only at the events at the Center, but to meet with members and new congregants on an
individual basis to answer questions and reinforce our intentions to be a caring and loving
community.
All members of the Board of Trustees are committed to the overall well-being of our Center and
spend many hours working towards that end in a collaborative fashion, not only at Board
meetings but as a presence in our community and with many "behind the scenes" activities as
volunteers in many areas. Board Members not only serve on the Board but are ushers and
greeters, grounds tenders, repairmen, team leaders, work in hospitality, involved in Men's and
Women's Spirit programs, choir, in the effort to be knowledgeable of all aspects of the workings
of our Center.
It has been my distinct pleasure to serve as the President of the Board of Trustees for these past
two years and be a part of all we do to make not only our Center but our world a better place.
Rodney E. Sumpter, President
Board of Trustees
Center for Spiritual Living, Reno
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Staff

The Staff is committed to the vision and purpose of Center for Spiritual Living, Reno and works,
both independently and together, to achieve the established goals. Our staff consists of
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Rev. Dr. Liesa Leggett Garcia, Senior Minister
Rev. Karen Neuweiler, Assistant Minister and Education Team Leader
Rev. Steve Yarborough, Assistant Minister and Leader of Men’s Spirit
Rev. Chuck Sances, Pastoral Care
Kim Brewer – Administrator
Linda Galloway – Communications Coordinator and Bookstore Manager
Gretchen Giambra – Youth and Family Leader
Joe McKenna and Lesa Ramage – Music Ministry Leaders
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Circulating Our Good
Center for Spiritual Living, Reno believes in and practices the spiritual principle of the Law of
Circulation through its tithes, gifts and services. Here are the ways we gave in 2017:
§

$36,000 was tithed to the larger organization, Centers for Spiritual Living.

§

For the third year, we supported a “Good Works Tithe,” for the purpose of benefiting the
works of centers, organizations or individuals that add to the growth of New Thought and
Science of Mind in the world, thereby enriching our lives. A total of $11,700 was given to
the following: Ministers’ Ongoing Education Conference, Centers for Spiritual Living
Archives, the Christ Church of Co-Creation, Temenos Spiritual Center in Ukraine, CSL Simi
Valley, CSL Rogue Valley, Bear Valley CSL, World Ministry of Prayer, Unity of Houston, CSL
Santa Rosa, CSL Nappy Valley CSL Cape Coral in and Florida and CSL Dallas.

§

The Education Ministry tithed $1,500 from class registration fees to three private individuals
who provided support and inspiration.

§

The Kindness Project was created this year. It is a make-over of the long-standing
“Community Gift,” for the purpose of bringing attention to kindness being done by
individuals or organizations in our community. Members are able to make nominations and
the Board of Trustees acts on them. This year, a total of $2,000 was given to the following:
Reno-Sparks Gospel Mission, Nevada Humane Society, Camp TLC, Reno Artown, Canine
Rehabilitation Center and Sanctuary, the Homeless Project, and RAVE.

§

The Prayer Practitioners donated $414 to the Science of Mind Archives and a private
individual as a tithe from donations made to the Ministry of Prayer.

§

$883 was donated to Evelyn Mount Community Outreach and Northern Nevada Food Bank
from the Thanksgiving Service.

§

The Annual Community Pet Blessing raised $300 in donations for animal rescue programs in
our community.

§

Besides monetary donations, volunteers of CSL Reno shared their time and talent with the
Northern Nevada Food Bank (twice), Keep Truckee Meadows Beautiful: Adopt-A-Spot and
tree recycling, United Blood Services, E-Recycling Program and the Homeless Thermal
Underwear Project.

-7-

2017 Annual Report

Affinity Group: Men’s Spirit
Celebrating the Spirit of Men at Center for Spiritual Living, Reno, our stated purpose is to Love,
Learn, Decide and Do. Our intentions are:
§
§
§
§

To create space for inspiration, revelation, joy and conscious connection.
To be a safe and sacred place for men to pray, learn, serve and be in fellowship.
To awaken and renew the Indwelling Truth of our being.
To be the presence of Light and Love to All.

Under the leadership of Rev. Steve Yarborough, 2017 has seen continued growth and
participation with the men of CSLR. Throughout the year Men’s Spirit has been in sacred service
participating in yard clean ups, painting and maintenance projects around our Center, as well as
in service to members of our Community. Men’s Spirit has sponsored community service
projects to the Food Bank and facilitated Blood Drives.
In July, Men’s Spirit once again hosted the community-wide barbeque picnic at Bartley Ranch
with record attendance.
In August, we trekked up to Crystal Peak Mine outside Verdi and collected crystals.
In October, we held our second Annual Advance (we are not retreating, we’re advancing), an
overnight event held at the beautiful Greenhorn Creek Guest Ranch. 20 of us participated in
workshops and fellowship to the theme “From Gut Instincts to Developing Men’s Intuition.”
In December, we hosted a Full Moon Snowshoeing at Tahoe Meadows, enjoying the season’s
first “Super Moon.”
Members of Men’s Spirit are encouraged to join and participate in SOMGs. SOMg’s is an
acronym for Spirit of Men Groups in the Science of Mind that is similar to Sanghas. Sangha
(pronounced “song-a”) is a Sanskrit word in the Buddhist tradition meaning a spiritual
community of friends who share a common purpose and pray for one another. SOMGs are
affinity groups led by dedicated men with the intention of building community, providing a safe
place for men to grow, pray and serve together. These groups share a common purpose with
regards to Fellowship, Spiritual Growth and Service to our spiritual community or the greater
community at large.
MEN’S SPIRIT meets the third Saturday of each month at 8 a.m. in the Holmes Center for a pot
luck breakfast, fellowship and spiritual growth. All men are welcome.
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Affinity Group: Women’s Spirit
Women’s Spirit was formed in June 2017 by Laura Arneson, RScP and has filled a need and
desire in our Spiritual Community. It is a women’s group that focuses on service, fellowship,
community outreach, and spiritual growth. The group meets the second Saturday of each
month from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Within the larger group of Women’s Spirit, there are six smaller
affinity groups. Several of the members have also formed a Sangha prayer group.
During the six months that Women’s Spirit has been meeting, much has been accomplished.
The Real Love Group meets twice a month and hosted a “Singles Mingle” at a local restaurant.
The Spiritual Book Study Group read Big Magic by Elizabeth Gilbert. They meet once a month
on the third Wednesday at a local coffee house.
The Community Outreach Group (1) collected items for the homeless young adults at The Eddy
House, (2) sponsored a community-wide project to provide 100 seniors at Manor Care and 70
other shut-in seniors through Catholic Community Services with holiday gift bags, and (3)
provided two local families with Christmas gifts and meals.
The Community Adventures Group has gone on outings to the Dangberg Ranch in Minden and
to the Eldorado Hotel and Casino for a behind-the-scenes tour.
The Creativity Group has met several times to create spiritually inspired items with personal
meaning.
Women’s Spirit has also supported the Alchemist Service Project Pods for Pads that gathered
sanitary items for homeless youth and women.
There is time given each meeting for a spiritual practice led by Laura which has included such
topics as gratitude, affirmations, values clarification, loving yourself through self-care, and what
we choose to stand for in our daily lives.
2018 is sure to be another full year of service, spiritual growth, and fellowship. We are
beginning the year with a Vision Board Workshop open to the entire community, and an outing
to Kimmie’s Candy Factory.
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Sacred Path Bookstore
Our onsite Bookstore, Sacred Path Books and Gifts, is filled with beautiful, unique and
inspirational items to support its patrons on their spiritual path.
The Bookstore features a vast inventory of metaphysical and spiritual books (both the classics
and cutting edge). There are also meditation tools, accessories, inspiring wall art, and unique
jewelry, along with a special selection of greeting cards and stationary. A delightful collection of
children’s books is also available. All of this is displayed so beautifully, customers just want to
enjoy the ambience. Products are priced reasonably and have a wide appeal.
Each month, an important “book of the month” is featured that coincides with Rev. Dr. Liesa’s
theme. In keeping with the theme for 2017, Values-Based Spiritual Living, the monthly featured
books included Ordinary Goodness by Edward Viljoen, The Road to Character by David Brooks,
Trust by Iyanla Vanzant, Random Acts of Kindness by Amy Newmark, along with Creative Mind
and Success and Love and Law by Ernest Holmes.
In addition, the Bookstore offers books that supplement the classes that are sponsored at Center
for Spiritual Living, Reno.
In 2017, Sacred Path Books and Gifts had over 1700 transactions with sales of $29,500.
Bookstore Manager, Linda Galloway, leads a crew of friendly, helpful and enthusiastic volunteers
that includes Carol Brennan, Marianne Thomas, Jennifer Field, Ginny Ogden, Irma Gamboa, Sue
Riley and Georgia Wolske.
Sacred Path Bookstore serves not only members from our own Spiritual Community but draws
from the larger community, as well. It is open Monday-Friday, 9am-4pm and Sundays, 10:15am12:30pm.
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Care Ministry
Under the faithful and diligent direction of Judie
Mastroianni, the Care Ministry continues to fulfill
its mission and purpose to express God’s love
through service to others.
The Intentions of the Care Ministry Volunteers
are:
• To show up as the presence of Love
• To embrace the gift of serving others as
we, in turn, serve ourselves
Center for Spiritual Living, Reno
• To grow spiritually through each act of
CARE MINISTRY
kindness provided to others
• To share our individual gifts and talents
through the Creative Mind of God
• To serve our Spiritual Community with compassion, in time of need, with ease and grace
In 2017, more than 35 meals were provided for friends and members of our Spiritual
Community. There were 20 home, hospital and phone visits. Seven
people were provided rides to and from doctor appointments. The yards of three elderly
members were cleared of weeds and debris, as well as helping with the cleanup of the Church
grounds.
Men’s Spirit “Compassion in Action” assisted on several requests and were a welcome addition
to the Care Ministry.
Throughout 2017, two of our volunteers prepared meals for a beloved senior member,
averaging a meal every other week.
The Care Ministry has more than 32 volunteers who assist our members in loving, helpful ways.
In 2018 we will be having a meeting to discuss new ideas and existing guidelines. We also look
forward to participating in annual phone calls to our members.
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Classes

“Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day; teach a man to fish and you feed him for a
lifetime.” ~ Maimonides
“Borrowing knowledge of reality from all sources, taking the best from every study, Science of
Mind brings together the highest enlightenment of the ages.” Ernest Holmes
“Life goes better with class!” is the motto of the Education Ministry. Participating in classes
engages us in our spiritual studies, assists us in keeping our focus on Truth, provides inspiration,
uplifts our spirits, and often motivates us to
begin again in our spiritual practice if we’ve
let it slip away. And there’s more!
Classes provide the opportunity for personal
growth, friendships with like-minded people,
and the fun of learning something new. Class
sizes average 12-15 students and provide
exercises and tools for practical application of
Science of Mind principles.
To support us in our spiritual growth, the following life enhancement classes and workshops
were offered in 2017:
§ Creative Mind and Success
§ Open to Receiving
§ Mantra Meditation (Dr. Abey)
§ Past Life Regression Presentation
§ Explore Your Creativity
§ CSL 101 (twice)
§ What We Believe
55 students completed five Certificated* classes:
§ Foundations (offered twice)
§ Metaphysical Bible
§ Visioning
§ Treatment and Meditation: Spiritual Practices

*“Certificated” is a designation given to classes approved by Centers for Spiritual Living as preparation for
Prayer Practitioner training. The only prerequisite is successful completion of either Foundations or Beyond
Limits. Everyone is invited to partake of these classes, once the prerequisite class is completed.

“Change is the end result of all true learning.” Leo Buscaglia
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Communications
Center for Spiritual Living, Reno is savvy about all the ways technology helps us to communicate
our message and our events. A few of the tools the Center uses to reach out and connect with
members, friends and the larger community are:
•

Our website – www.cslreno.org – is where we communicate about classes, workshops,
upcoming events. It’s where one can access live streaming, register for classes and
workshops online, find a Prayer Practitioner who is a perfect fit, read about the
background of our Center and our ministers. Our website explains who we are and what
we believe. It’s also where our Annual Report and Annual Membership Meeting notices
are published. 2017 launched the new website which is not only beautiful, but easy to
use.

•

CSL2U is the weekly email of current and upcoming events, as well as inspirational
messages, reaching 1,035 households.

•

Our Facebook page is another way to communicate with the larger community.

•

The Inspiration Line allows anyone to access a weekly inspirational message from our
Prayer Practitioners at 775-826-6966. Just call, listen and be comforted by prayer.

•

Mailings (snail mail) are notifications of special events, birthday greetings to members,
responses to prayer requests, business matters and more.

•

Live Streaming is available every Sunday morning during the 11:00 service. 20-30 people
tune in every week to watch and participate in the “Prac Chat.”

And, of course, friendly and helpful office staff answer the phones and greet people during the
week. Even after business hours, a phone call provides menu items that provide needed up-todate information.
Methods of communication continue to evolve and CSL Reno is committed to staying on the
cutting edge in discovering and using them in order to stay connected and to continue to grow
our expanding community.
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Music

2017 was a wonderful year of music at CSL Reno! Our guest musicians included Kyle Rea, Trudy
Italiano and The Sisters of Soul, Tyler Stafford, Pat Esters, Nadine Risha, Gary Lynn Floyd, Jill
Marlene, Robin Hackett, Moreno Fruzzetti, Rachel McElhiney, Steven Murdoch, Jackie Landrum
and Felice Garcia.
The quarterly Taize services continue to draw an average of 20 people each time. Gino Scala
provided music for the June Taize, otherwise Lesa Ramage performed music for all other Taize
services.
Special music was provided for Good Friday, the Las Vegas Shooting Prayer Vigil, Thanksgiving,
our Holiday Variety show, numerous Memorial Services and, of course, our Christmas
Candlelight Service (the show went on despite serious technical difficulties!).
The Heart Tones Choir resumed rehearsals in April under the direction of Ben Pratt. Choir
performed 5/14, 7/2, 12/1 & 12/17. Choir membership was down to 12 singers for the July
performance. Otherwise, the Choir averaged 25 loyal members for the year.
We have some new “house” musicians joining us, as well as our ongoing regulars. Newcomers
are great young players, Angelo Monroy on piano and Greg Lewis on drums. Ben Reino, Ron
Savage, Peter Supersano and John Shipley all continue to play based on availability.
Matt Bayley continues to be our excellent sound and lights technician. We have acquired a few
backup people to do sound in the event that Matt would not available.
We held a workshop and auditions for Song Leaders in March and had our “veteran” singers all
re-audition, bring some changes to the core of singers.
Joe McKenna and Lesa Ramage, the Music Ministry Leaders, continue to work well together and
are looking forward to new and creative musical endeavors in 2018. There are many talented
musicians and singers in our CSLR family and we will continue to nurture our in-house talent as
well as seek out and be open to welcoming guest artists outside of our area.
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Prayer Practitioners and Ministry of Prayer
Prayer Practitioners are the “healing arm” of our Center and provide sacred service in the
following ways, by:
§
§
§

§
§
§

Holding consciousness during classes and Church services, i.e., being in continuous prayer
for the service, our ministers, those contributing to the service, and the congregation.
Praying one-on-one with those who request prayer after Sunday services.
Participating in the Ministry of Prayer, accepting prayer requests and praying over each
request for 30 days, and following up with letters. In 2017, 425 prayer requests were
received and responded to.
Meeting privately and professionally with clients, providing affirmative prayer, spiritual
counseling and/or mentoring.
Teaching or assisting with classes and workshops at our Center.
Creating and hosting special services.

On the third Friday of every third month in 2017, the Prayer Practitioners offered the Taize
service, providing a sacred time for silence, community prayer, candle lighting, music and
inspirational readings.
“Practitioner Sunday” was held in August, concluding the service with a “chamber prayer;” all
present were surrounded by a loving murmur of the Prayer Practitioners speaking their own
affirmative prayer on behalf of all.
In September, the Prayer Practitioners gathered for their Annual Retreat at Lake Tahoe to
deepen in their spiritual practice, to feel the love of each other, to meditate, create, pray and
break bread together.
The Prayer Practitioners created and presented a special memorial service, in response to the
tragic shootings in Las Vegas on October 1st, honoring and praying for those who had been
killed, wounded or had lost someone. It was a profound occasion for love, remembrance,
forgiveness and healing.
On the Tuesday before Thanksgiving, the Prayer Practitioners offered an inspiring service to
guide participants gently into Thanksgiving weekend.
As of the end of 2017, the Licensed Prayer Practitioners are: Ginny Ogden, Kim Brewer, Sally
Young, JoAnn Blake, Laura Arneson, Deanna Smith, Sylvie Moonjay, Kristin Lewandowski,
Morgan Sandberg, Doyle Brown, Jason Giambra, Gretchen Giambra, Nancy Radford, Jackie
Horner, Lesa Ramage, Kate Nelson, Ileana Vassiliou, Beth Williams and Vicki Dale-Knopf. Lauren
Alten and LuAnne Steininger went on leave of absence earlier in the year, and Robert Alten
retired in February.
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Youth & Family Ministry
Our Youth Ministry Program is a place where children, teens and adult volunteers are
supported in their Spiritual Growth. It is a place for learning and growing with Spirit by
experiencing the Principles of the Science of Mind, the lessons of The Virtues, and Spiritual
Practices that are the foundation for creative expression.
Gretchen Giambra is the Youth Ministry Leader. In addition, there are dedicated, patient and
faithful volunteers who serve in the Youth Church on Sundays, guiding with a lesson plan, crafts
and games. Jason Giambra and Kristin Lewandowski worked with Gretchen as they developed
the curriculum which consists of two “Virtues” per month, supported by Spiritual Practices and
activities. The Virtues covered in 2017 were: Detachment, Prayerfulness, Love, Kindness,
Enthusiasm, Joy, Unity, Idealism, Creativity, Confidence, Flexibility, Freedom, Justice, Trust,
Tolerance, Service, Helpfulness, Generosity, Faithfulness, Thankfulness, Compassion, and
Humility. The Spiritual Practices that were used and taught to the Youth through practice and
example were: Prayer, Meditation, Invocation, Circulation, Mindfulness, Visioning, Journaling,
and Listening. Some of the activities were: reading, arts/crafts, music, and connecting. Our
average youth attendance per Sunday in 2017 was 21. Approximately 20 volunteers have
served and made a wonderful, enriching program. The average number of volunteers per
Sunday was six.
TEEN GROUP: CAMPS, EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
January: 12 teens and four advisers attended the
2017 CSL Regional Teen Winter Camp, “Your God Is
Showing.” After dealing with vehicle changes and
weather
conditions, a successful winter camp experience was had
by all.
March: Preparing a meal for families of The Ronald
McDonald House in Reno was a Teen Service Project. Eight
teens and five adult volunteers participated in the event,
which was a wonderful success.
April: A “Movie Night” for Teens was hosted, where fellowship and fun were experienced.
One Sunday, BAFTG (Bring a Friend to Youth Group) brought in new teens. Teens helped on
Easter Sunday with an egg hunt for the toddlers through 12 year olds.
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July: 10 teens went to the 2017 CSL Regional Teen
Summer Camp, accompanied by three advisers.
August: Teens
participated in
the Greek
Festival Parking
Fundraiser for the CSLR Teen Camp Scholarship
Fund. An amazing gift from CSL Santa Rosa was
received for the 2017 CSL Regional Summer Camp.
October: Teens helped set-up and facilitate the
activities for pets at the Annual Pet Blessing.
November: Teens came together for an opportunity to step
into the fullest expression of themselves, honoring the light
and the gifts in others and expanding their idea of Oneness,
Kindness, Inclusivity and Gratitude during an “Overnighter”
which included dinner Friday and breakfast Saturday. It was
an extraordinary event filled with connection, reflection, fun
and fellowship. We had five teens attended and four adult
advisers.
With the leadership of JoAnn Blake, the Teens worked on the new fundraising activity called
“Kindness Cards” in which they created their own style of awareness to spread kindness. They
are marketing these cards and the proceeds will go to the Teen Camp Scholarship fund.
***
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In Memoriam

In 2017, we sorrowfully said good-bye to four beloved members of our Spiritual Community.
While we know they continue to experience their lives in new and wonderful ways, and that
one day we will meet again, we still miss them, and appreciate the difference they made in our
lives and in the life of our Church.

Charlotte Hartley
Charlotte held the unique distinction and honor of being a charter member of
our Church. Originally called “The First Church of Religious Science,” Charlotte’s
interests in the Science of Mind date back more than 55 years. Her signature
on the Charter, back in 1963, is part of our long and proud history. Charlotte
was honored at CSL Reno’s 50th Anniversary Celebration in September of 2013.
She was dedicated to this Church and these teachings for most of her life. She
served as President of the Board of Trustees; she had been a Licensed Prayer Practitioner.
While her interests shifted and she became less visible, she never stopped supporting the
Church and the Ministers. She was a dear friend of both Revs. Karen and Liesa.

Cathy Ringer
Cathy Ringer had been a member of Center for Spiritual Living, Reno, since the
late 1980’s. After a few years of absence, this last year, despite failing health,
she had returned to Church in a wheelchair, lighting up when the music played
(she loved music!) and celebrating having a little more time with us.

Denis Thomas
Denis and his wife, Marianne, and her daughter Kristi, joined CSL Reno in May
of 2011, after attending for many years. Denis had been a member of our choir
under the direction of Donna Folden. Born in England, he survived the
bombing of London in WWII, eventually immigrating to the United States. For a
period in his life, he was a professional diver—from tremendous heights—even
through rings of fire! Denis loved people and loved striking up conversations
with anyone and everyone. His smiling face in our Center is truly missed.

Georgia Carder
Georgia and her husband, Jeff, moved here from Salinas, California where they
had been longtime members of the CSL there. Even though she hadn’t been here
very long, she immersed herself in our community, continuing to take classes,
participating in special events (she loved the baseball games), and making
wonderful friends. Georgia was a bundle of energy and a bright light and
presence.

- 18 -

2017 Annual Report

A Look Ahead
Our theme for the year 2018 is “Celebrating 100 Years of the Science of Mind,” again in
conjunction with other Centers for Spiritual Living globally. The book for the year is Living the
Science of Mind by our founder, Ernest Holmes, and each month we’ll feature one of his classic
books.
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